International Health Elective Policy

Dear All,

The Department of Medicine is pleased to support an International Health Elective for the Internal Medicine Residency program.  The experience of taking care of patients in different health care systems, seeing widely-varied disease processes and how they are treated in systems other than our own is an invaluable experience.  Our program is committed to promoting this experience for our residents.  There is funding available for international electives, which can be applied for according to the following process and subject to the policies below.

1. How to Apply for International Health away electives. 
a.  First, please fill out the elective form (link here to website).  
b. Please attach to the elective form a brief 1-page proposal addressing the core competencies requested on the elective form, including why you are interested in this particular elective and how this would benefit your future career.  
c. Please send the form and copy of proposal to Gladys, who will submit this to GME, 60 days prior to your planned departure date—this will allow ample time for the GME office to approve your elective.  
d. Please also send a copy of the proposal to us at intmedchiefs@columbia.edu.  We will then forward this proposal to the rest of the committee in charge of approval of funding.
2. Types of funding available from the Department of Medicine. 
a. Priority to those interested in going to Edendale, as this is an established International Health elective with a structured clinical experience in partnership with MGH faculty and residents.

b. Second priority would be to fully fund those projects organized by residents interested in pursuing careers specifically in international health or infectious disease, as well as fund projects by those residents in the Primary Care pathway. 
c. For resident projects that do not fit these criteria, we may be able to partially fund some of these projects (ie fund airfare). Since we are limited in funds we will go on a case-by-case basis, reviewing the proposal with the International Health Elective Committee. 
Please let us know if you have any questions about this policy or the application.

