
Global Health Curriculum for Columbia Internal Medicine Residents 

  

Goals: 

· To improve the experience of Internal Medicine residents participating in electives abroad by creating a more explicit curriculum for global health electives 

· To address the opportunities for both clinical and non-clinical learning through an innovate Narrative Medicine curriculum involving online blogs in which residents write about their experiences abroad 

· To encourage teaching opportunities for residents participating in global health electives by creating a repository of teaching materials 
· To better integrate the global health programs into the residency as a whole through Morning Report presentations and open access to the online blogs 
  

Objectives: 

· To establish a global health curriculum with three components: narrative medicine, morning report clinical presentations, and teaching opportunities while abroad 

· To encourage active reflection on the experience of working in medicine internationally with a prescribed narrative medicine curriculum including (1) one pre-departure session with a narrative medicine faculty, (2) several online writing activities while abroad to be commented on by the narrative medicine faculty and, (3) a post-departure session to further reflect on the experience of writing about practicing medicine in international settings 

· To facilitate expanded opportunities for Columbia residents to engage in teaching activities with residents and medical students at international sites by establishing an online repository of teaching materials such as Powerpoint presentations and handouts (in English and Spanish) on relevant topics in internal medicine 

· To enrich the education of all residents at Columbia by organizing Morning Report presentations by residents who have participated in global health electives: these clinical case presentations will include both interesting cases that are not seen at Columbia and also a discussion of how cases are handled differently in resource-rich and resource-poor settings 

  

Logistics:

Internal Medicine residents at Columbia have 2.5 weeks during their second year and 5 weeks during their third year in which they can participate in global health electives outside of the US.  At this time, there is one organized elective at a site in Edendale, South Africa at a rural teaching hospital.  Residents also have the option of organizing their own electives have, in past years, gone to the Dominican Republic, Haiti, Lebanon, and Uganda.  Starting in July, 2010, residents will be invited to participate in the curriculum described above, including sessions with a Narrative Medicine faculty member, writing on the global health blog, access to the teaching materials created by residents in the past, and working with Columbia faculty and the Chief Residents to present a Morning Report clinical case after their return to the US.

Currently, the teaching materials are stored in google documents and can be accessed by logging in as globalhealthcolumbiares@gmail.com, password milstein. 

  

